Hello and thank you for your interest in our agency and about
Treatment Foster Parenting. I have prepared a packet
for you based on our conversation. Please read the entire
packet and then call me with any questions that you may
have.
Every child that comes to the care of DCFS has the immediate goal of returning to the
home of the parents or extended family. Many of the children we serve will not return
home due to the length of time they have spent in foster care. The child’s caseworker
will keep you up to date on any changes that may occur.
Included are the following:
1. Application for Initial Foster Family Home License (CFS 597-A)
2. Foster Family Home Information (CFS 506-F)
3. Authorization for Background Check (CFS 718-A) This form is
required to be completed by anyone residing in the home age 13 years or older.
You MUST indicate on this form ALL previous address for the past five years.
If you need more space please use the back of this page.
4. Foster Parent Responsibilities Signature Page (OCH 104B) This form
needs to be signed and dated. (*if married, both need to sign)
5. Application Addendum This form needs to be com pleted in full.
Please fill out these three forms (completing a Background check for every member of
your household 13 and older), mail these forms to:
Ray Rezek – Foster Parent Recruiter
C/O Our Children’s Homestead
280 Shuman Boulevard #270
Naperville, IL 60563
When OCH receives your Application, Foster Family Home Information, and
Background Check(s), w e w ill send a copy back of your Background Check
(s) to you along with a Fingerprints Search Results Printout form, and a information
sheet on how to get fingerprinted. P er DCFS policy all household m em ber
over 18 years old are required to have their fingerprints on file.
If you have a desire to become involved in our mission, we have a variety of
partnering and sponsorship opportunities. If you would like more information,
please call my direct line (630-392-2889).
Ray Rezek - Foster Parent Recruiter
OCHKIDS.ORG

AN INTRODUCTION TO
OUR CHILDREN’S HOMESTEAD
OUR CHILDREN’S HOMESTEADS MISSION: is to build a strong, stable,

foundation of support for each youth we serve, and develop opportunities that enable them to
discover and sustain a positive future.

OUR VISION: All youth served by OCH are on a path to achieve happiness, health, selfsufficiency, and success.

OUR AGENCY'S SERVICE AREA: We serve an average of 130 hundred children.
We have 140 homes in the Chicagoland area that extend south to Kankakee, up north to Gurnee, and out west to Rockford, our other office location. Our agency employs 40 staff members
and has 40 contracted therapists providing direct services to our children.

THE PEOPLE WE NEED: Our Children’s Homestead is a Therapeutic Foster Care

Agency looking for caring individuals who are capable of providing a nurturing environment
that our kids can call home. We seek to provide our kids with an authentic, loving, and lasting
relationship with a dedicated foster care provider. Positive encouragement and long term support for our clients is a key factor to their growth and success. We believe that over time this
relationship can deeply impact our children’s lives and provide them with consistency and
permanency.

THE CHILDREN WE SERVE: Our agency’s Treatment foster care program serves

children that are typically 10 years old or older. They have been in the foster care system for
several years with some having been placed in 12 or more foster homes before coming to our
agency. These children have a wide range of developmental, behavioral, emotional and mental
health needs. Their support systems are broken and they feel they’re not wanted or loved; they
believe there is little hope for a better future.
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O.C.H. TREATMENT FOSTER PARENT Responsibilities
Provide temporary care to children who have been removed from their home due to abuse, neglect, or dependency.
Act as a parent to the child in nearly every respect:
-- Provide a safe, stable living environment and set rules of behavior, teach good hygiene and living skills,
and provide consequences for inappropriate behavior.
-- Participate in the child’s educational plan by registering the child in school, attending parent/teacher
conferences and other meetings (i.e. IEP), and encouraging participation in extra-curricular activities.
-- Ensure the child’s medical and dental needs are met.
-- Provide reasonable transportation for the child for visits with family, court dates, community activities,
and other needs as they arise.
Have adequate space available to provide a separate bed for each child.

Have sufficient financial resources to provide basic necessities for yourself and your own family. The
financial r eimbur sement is NOT to be used as a for m of income. Appr opr iately utilize the r eimbur sement for
board, clothing, and personal allowance.
Refrain from the use of corporal punishment in any form as means of disciplining a child. Also, no child should be
subjected to verbal abuse, threats, or derogatory remarks.
Have a competent person in charge of the children at all times and inform the agency of alternate caregivers.
Accept supervision from the agency by allowing the workers (i.e. caseworker, therapist, licensing worker, etc.) to
visit the home at any reasonable time, attending various meetings, and providing care according to agency policy.
Recognize the final authority of the agency to make and carry out plans, which may include return to parents or
relatives, guardianship, adoption, or transfer to other homes.
Immediately report any changes in address, phone number, or individuals residing in the home.
Consult with the agency prior to taking a child out of state or if you will be out of the home for a period exceeding
24 hours.
Attend at least one training per quarter at the agency. Understand that failure to do so will jeopardize future
placements in the home or result in a reduction in the Professional/Difficulty of Care rate.
Give the agency a minimum of two weeks written notice if you would like a child removed from your home.
Express, in writing, complaints or grievances and address to the program supervisor.
Please keep in mind that OCH provides foster care services for children at three different levels:
1. Traditional Foster Care – Children without significant medical or mental health needs.
2. Specialized Treatment Foster Care (SPEC) – Children with medical, emotional, and/or behavioral
concerns receive therapy and foster parents receive weekly consultations. The children in OCH care
are ages 8—18 at this level.
3. Specialized Adolescent Foster Care (AFC) – Children with medical, emotional, and/or behavioral
concerns receive therapy and foster parents receive weekly consultations. These children, most of
them 14 years of age and older, receive 15 hours of mentoring per month.
4. Project Reach (PR) – Treatment Foster Parents will provide care for youth between the ages of
4 and 20 with complex behavioral or mental health needs, requiring daily intensive, structured
therapeutic intervention. Youth in Treatment Foster Care often have a history of trauma and
placement instability and may be stepping down from residential treatment or discharging from a
psychiatric hospital. Treatment Foster Parents are expected to maintain a high level of commitment
to youth in their care and work with the agency to ensure placement stability for the youth. At least
one caregiver must always be available to actively participate as a vital member of their youth's
treatment team. OCH will provide Treatment Foster Parents with 24/7 crisis intervention and support.

Project Reach / Treatment foster parent
Job description

Have you and your family discussed having the desire to help children in need but don't
know where to start? If so, becoming a Treatment Foster Parent/Family may be the perfect
fit for you and your family! Not only would you be able to provide a family to a child, but you
would also be able to devote the time and love needed while being able to work from home.
The Treatment Foster Parent is committed to helping our youth build a strong, stable foundation of support and develop opportunities that enable them to discover and
sustain a positive future. Treatment Foster Parents will provide care for youth
between the ages of 4 and 20 with complex behavioral or mental health needs,
requiring daily intensive, structured therapeutic intervention.
Youth in Treatment Foster Care often have a history of trauma and placement
instability and may be stepping down from residential treatment or discharging from a psychiatric hospital. Treatment Foster Parents are expected to maintain a high level of commitment to youth in their care and work with the agency to ensure placement
stability for the youth. At least one caregiver must always be available to actively
participate as a vital member of their youth's treatment team. OCH will provide
Treatment Foster Parents with 24/7 crisis intervention and support.

Qualifications:

 Must be at least 21 years old
 Must have a source of income
 Must have a place of residence with proof of homeowner's/renter's insurance
 One or two parent home with at least one of the parents working no more than part-time who is available





to respond to issues or emergencies that arise at school or child care program
Must provide documentation of an up to date physical exam
Must possess a valid driver's license, working vehicle, registration and insurance
Able to complete DCFS PRIDE training and supplemental trainings
Licensed/become licensed under DCFS Rule 402 with no open investigations or holds on the license

Pay: $75.00 per day
COVID-19 considerations: During home visits, all OCH personnel are required to wear personal protective equipment for the duration of the visit.

Treatment Foster Parent Per Diem Rate Sheet Breakdown per Month
Spec and AFC
0-11 Years Old

Spec and AFC
12-21 Years Old

Project REACH

Clothing for Child

$73.00

$83.00

$83.00

Child’s Personal Allowance

$28.00

$50.00

$50.00

Board Payment

$410.00

$421.00

$421.00

Maintenance (sum of above)

$511.00

$554.00

$554.00

Assistance to Youth

$75.00

$111.00

$111.00

Difficulty of Care Rate*

$605.00

$631.00

$1,585.00

Total AVERAGE Per Diem
Rate Per 30-day Month

$1,191.00

$1,296.00

$2,250.00

Total Contracted Foster
Parent Rate Per Day

$39.70

$43.20

$75.00

O.C.H. FOSTER PARENT Responsibilities
ALLOCATION FOR YOUR CHILDREN
The allocations for Board and the Professional/Difficulty of Care Rate are allocations for the Treatment foster parents.
Clothing for the Child, the Child’s Personal Allowance, & Assistance to Youth are Child-centered allocations. The
permanency specialist will work with you in monitoring these expenses. When a child leaves your home, Our Children’s
Homestead will look at these receipts to determine what funds, if any, should be carried with the child to the next placement. Any balance due the child may be deducted from future foster parent per diem payments or can be settled in full
when the child leaves your home.

CLOTHING ALLOWANCE
Each child is entitled to receive clothes as paid by from their clothing allowance each month. A child needs to have
enough clothes for each season of the year.

PERSONAL ALLOWANCE
Each child is entitled to their personal allowance each month. A child’s money may be held as a disciplinary measure, but
the child must be given clear instructions on how to earn it back (within 1-3 days). The money can be given ½ on the 1st
and 15th. Some Foster Parents choose to give them ¼ every Friday. In some cases, your child’s Therapist may request that
some funds be made available for therapeutic and/or treatment planning purposes (i.e. child may earn trip to the toy store
and purchase $10.00 toy for 7 days of on task behavior.)

ASSITANCE TO YOUTH
Our Children’s Homestead is required by DCFS contract to allocate $19.27 per month for various child related expenses.
DCFS calls this Assistance to Youth. Our Children’s Homestead is allocating considerably more ($75.11 per month for
children that are under 12 and $111.39 per month for children over 12) in the foster parent per diem rate for these expenses. Rather than pooling the money together and requiring foster parents to submit individual request, Our Children’s
Homestead is paying you directly for these expenses by allocating for these expenses directly in your per diem rate. It is
important that you budget your per diem in such a manner so as to anticipate these expenses. Our Children’s Homestead
will not routinely pay for Assistance to Youth beyond what is allocated in the per diem rate. Receipts showing expenses
from previous months/days of care must be submitted if a special request is to be considered.
The following is a list of expenses that you are responsible for (using A ssistance to Y outh portion of your per diem rate.)







Replace clothing not covered by monthly clothing allowance
 Camp expenses
 School trips
Lessons in recreation or artistic endeavors (i.e. music lessons, dance, athletic instrument)
Membership fees & equipment for Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H, YMCA, YWCA, etc.
 Tutoring
Gym Shoes & equipment
 Interpreter/translation expenses
 Graduating expenses
Medical expenses not covered by the Healthy kids Program
 Travel unrelated to placement
Musical instrument purchase or rental  School supplies & transportation
 Summer school fees

PROFESSIONAL / DIFFICULTY OF CARE RATE
This portion of the foster parent per diem rate represents compensation for a higher level of
Involvement with the child as a result of the child’s higher score on a level of care. It is recognized that
professional treatment foster parents require more training, attend many special school staffings, make numerous visits to
medical/psychiatric appointments, have more direct involvement with sibling and/ or parental visitation, and overall are
more intensely involved with the child because of his/her specialized needs. The child’s higher score on the Level of Care
form is based partly on the fact that the foster parents are directly more involved with the care of the child (i.e. transportation, school staffings, etc.) This compensation serves to address the professionalism and difficulty of care involved with
the children who have special needs and services. Per Diem reimbursement for traditional foster children does NOT contain this portion of compensation.
Any IL DCFS payments for Foster Children are paid as a daily rate and are disbursed on the 15th of each month. IL
DCFS pays foster parents 30 days in arrears, meaning if you take a child on 01/08/15, the first payment you would receive
for that child will be on 02/15. The month after a child leaves, you will receive your final payment for that
child. (Example: If you took a child on January 1st, you would receive payment for having him from 01/01 to 01/15 on
February 15th.

OCH 104B

O.C.H. FOSTER Treatment PARENT Responsibilities
I agree to do the following for as a Treatment Foster Parent of Our Children’s Homestead:
Within 14 days of placement of a new child into a home, I am responsible for transporting and ensuring
each new client has an updated medical, dental, hearing, and vision evaluation regardless of the client’s
last appointment.
I agree to provide copies of the medical, dental, hearing, and vision exams to Our Childr en’s Homestead and keep a copy for my own personal records.
I am responsible for transporting any/all foster children in my care to their mentoring, therapy, vocational,
substance abuse, and any other vital appointments.
I will report to the agency any/all detentions, suspensions, and changes that occur in school regarding the
client.
I will inform the agency of any medical, behavioral, or other emergency concerns which includes homicidal/suicidal thoughts, police contact, suspected/admitted substance abuse, runaways, medical refusal,
and illnesses.
I will distribute medication according to prescription instructions and document distribution as required by
the program.
I will notify agency prior to any change in residency (before moving).
I will ensure client attends all his/her therapy, mentoring, vocational, tutoring, and any other mandated services.
I will follow client supervision plan (if any) and visitation plan with siblings and parents.
I understand that I am responsible for picking a child up from school if a crisis occurs during school hours,
not the agency.
I will protect the personal belongings of any child in my home that remains in my home during their absence. I understand that if I fail to ensure the child’s belongings are still intact upon their return and/or
need of the items, up to $100 can be withheld from my next board payment to replace these items.
I will distribute client’s monthly allowance as scheduled. Please follow the below schedule:

Treatment Foster Parent Responsibilities SIGNATURE PAGE

I have read the Treatment Foster Parent Responsibilities, and I understand what my
duties will be as a treatment foster parent for Our Children’s Homestead. I also
understand that additional responsibilities may be included on a case-by-case basis.
______________________________
Foster Parent

_____________________
Date

______________________________
Foster Parent

_____________________
Date

Frequently Asked Questions about Foster Care – Page 1
What is treatment foster care?
Sometimes abused or neglected children need more intense services to be provided by the foster family who
must possess additional skills to meet the individual needs of that child. Foster parents who either already have
necessary skills, or are willing to be trained to meet the special needs of these foster children, may become part
of a "specialized" or "treatment" foster care program providing intensive services. These foster families also receive a higher reimbursement rate and have increased training responsibilities.
What kinds of children need foster homes the most?
Many kinds of children will need foster homes. The children who currently need homes the most are:
Teenage mothers and their babies / Children with special medical/mental health needs
Siblings who need to be placed together / Adolescents that were born drug exposed
Can we pick out the child we want?
You can express a preference on the age, race, and sex of the child that you think would best fit in with your
family. You do not have to accept a child that you do not want in your home.
Do all Treatment foster children have problems?
Most of them are struggling with challenges to some degree. Many are frightened and confused at the sudden
separation from their parents. Some are angry. Others may think they are being sent to a foster home as punishment. These problems may gradually lessen, though, as a foster child comes to know that you care for him or
her.
What kind of support will we receive?
Financial Assistance - Foster parents in "specialized" foster care programs receive a bi-monthly check in the
form of a reimbursement to cover the board payment, difficulty of care rate, clothing and personal allowance.
Medical Care - Each foster child gets a medical card from the state which provides the child with necessary
medical care and preventive medicine. You will be given a number to call to get help in selecting a physician for
a child placed with you. The medical card is also accepted by many hospitals and for approved prescriptions.
Education Services - Foster children go to regular public schools. Private or parochial school tuition cannot be
paid by Illinois DCFS. Foster children may attend private or parochial schools, but only if the tuition is paid by
someone other than Illinois DCFS.
Personal Support - Your supervising child welfare agency and your child's caseworker are responsible for supporting your family on a daily basis. Each agency, including DCFS, has developed internal supports, which include foster parent support groups, newsletters, after hours crisis telephone numbers, and community resources.
Support from DCFS - The Department of Children and Family Services provides overall support to licensed
private child welfare agencies with foster care programs, while maintaining its own foster care program. DCFS
also directly provides universal foster care information and impartial advocacy for all foster families statewide.
How long does it take to get a foster child?
The licensing and training process takes from four to six months. You are eligible to have children placed with
you once you have completed all requirements.
How will our children react to foster children?
If you've prepared them well and they understand the temporary nature of foster care, there should be few
problems. It's not unusual for your children to be a bit jealous at first -- just as they might be jealous of a new
baby in the family.
Can we take our foster child on vacation with us?
In most cases, yes. But if it involves out-of-state travel, you must call your child's caseworker in advance for
approval.
What is the age range of children you serve at Our Children’s Homestead?
The kids we serve are typically 10 – 18 years old, we very rarely get babies or toddlers.

How do I get in touch with a worker after the office has closed?
OCH has an on call pager system that is available 24/7, 365. You can call the OCH office and follow the
prompts, you may need to leave a message regarding what your situation is. The on-call worker will then
respond to you within 15 minutes with options or be able to get you further help.

Frequently Asked Questions about Foster Care – Page 2
Can single people care for foster children?

Yes

How many Treatment foster children can we take? That depends on factor s such as your ability, your
enthusiasm, how many children you have of your own, and how much room you have in your home. The
maximum number, including your own children, is set out by DCFS licensing standards. Every Specialized
Foster Home needs to meet State standards. If you have five
children in your home under the age of 18
you do not have the capacity to have a specialized foster child in your home.
Do foster children need individual bedrooms? No. A foster child can shar e a r oom with your childr en or
other foster children of the same sex and under the age of 18. The child must have a bed of his or her own. A
foster child may not share a bedroom with an adult except for brief periods due to the child's illness or
another need for attention.

How much space is required for a child’s bedroom? Ever y Tr eatment Foster Par ent needs to be able to
provide children with a place to sleep in a room apart from adults. There needs to be 40 square feet of room
space for the first child. It would take an additional 35 square feet of space to provide a home for a second
child. You must have at least two bedrooms to get licensed. Every Treat Foster Parents needs to provide a bed
and bedding for each child that is in their care.
Can our foster children go to church with us? Yes. Sometimes, you will get childr en whose r eligious
background is similar to your own. But if a foster child is of a different faith, he or she must be allowed to
attend worship in that faith. If a child does not want to go to church, they cannot be forced.
Does a child's birth parents visit him or her? In most cases, yes. In fact, visits between parents and
children are an essential part of the efforts to reunite families. The child's caseworker has the primary
responsibility for planning visits and arranging supervision. The caseworker will talk with you and the child's
parents to work out the time and location of the visits.
Can we ever adopt a Treatment foster child? The fir st goal is to r etur n foster childr en to their families
when that is possible. However, if a foster child who has been in your home for some time becomes available
for adoption, you can discuss your interest in adopting him or her with the caseworker. At that time, you
would have to meet all of the regular requirements for becoming an adoptive parent. For information on
adoption in general, call the Adoption Information Center of Illinois at 1-800-572-2390.
Can I work outside the home and still be a Treatment foster parent?
Yes, as long as the child supervision needs are met. If you use a babysitter, they will need to go through a
background check. Every Specialized Foster Parent needs to be financially stable. Applicants must have proof
of a reliable source of income outside of Foster Parenting.
What will we know about the child before he/she is placed in our care? When r eceiving a placement that
is new to OCH, you will get a phone call giving you information about the child’s behavior patterns are as well
as limitations and areas they excel. You will become privy to detailed information and diagnosis once a
commitment has been established. Next you will move into the visitation period. At that time you will be able
to meet and get to know the child before placing the child in your home.
What do I do if I have child who I cannot control? If you have a child with which all r esour ces have
been expended and you feel you can no longer care for this child you would need to submit a written 14 day
notice to the caseworker, supervisor, and the licensing specialist.
Who pays for medical and dental appointments? Each child has a Medicaid car d thr ough the State of
Illinois that will cover medical expenses. There are phone numbers available for you to call which will give
you access to places that the medical card.
Will my child need a therapist? If so, how often will they have therapy and where? Ever y tr eatment
level child will have an assigned therapist that will meet with them weekly or bi-weekly
depending on their treatment plan.
Do I need to have car? Ever y Tr eatment Foster Par ent needs to have a mode of tr anspor tation to car e
for their child. That could be having your own vehicle or easy access to public transportation that would allow
you to take children to all doctor visits, school meetings, and all other appointments.

APPLICATION ADDENDUM PAGE 1
1. What is your Marital Status?

Single Married Civil Union Divorced Widowed Legally Separated

2. Applicant A: Are you employed outside of the home?

Yes

No

What is your source of income? Explain: _____________________________________________________________
Employer: ____________ Position: ____________

Full Time or Part Time

Applicant B: Are you employed outside of the home?

Yes

Hours:______ Years:______

No

What is your source of income? Explain: _____________________________________________________________
Employer: ____________ Position: ____________
3. Are you currently licensed as a Child Care Facility?

Full Time or Part Time
Yes

No

Hours:______ Years:______

If yes, what is your licensing number?_____

4. Do you or your spouse work for DCFS or through a personal service contract or subcontract with the Department? Yes No
5. Do you rent or own your home? Rent or Own
Yes

No

Any living situation restrictions concerning the expansion of your family?

If yes, explain:______________________________________________________________________

6. Do you plan to move from this home within six months?

Yes

No

Within twelve months?

Yes

No

7. Number of bedrooms available for fostering? ________________________
8. Do you have a swimming pool? Yes No (If yes, refer to 402.8(d)).
Your pool must be in compliance with the rule in order to become a foster parent.
9. Do you own any firearms?

Yes

No (If Yes please refer to 402.8(I))

10. Are you a smoker?

Yes

No

11. Have you or any household member(s) been convicted of a crime other than a minor traffic violation (in accordance with
Rules 385)? Yes

No

If Yes, explain: ____________________________________________________________

12. Are you willing to provide the birthdates and social security numbers of all members in your household, and other family
members as deemed necessary, upon applying for a license. Yes No
Define your family composition:______________________________________________________________________
13. How many children under the age of 18 currently reside in your home, including children that visit frequently as part of a
parent-child visitation? ___________________________________________________________________________
14. Are you trying to become a foster parent for a particular child that is involved with another POS agency?
Yes

No

If Yes which agency?_________________________________________________________________

15. Are you interested in becoming a foster parent for a child located in another state?

Yes

No

16. Are both applicants willing and able to meet the pre-service training requirement?

Yes

No

17. Are you able to provide names and full addresses for character references who know how you care for children?
Yes

No

If No, explain:______________________________________________________________________

APPLICATION ADDENDUM Page 2
18. Language: Speaks language(s) other than English?
Proficiency: Bilingual:___________
19. Are you interested in adopting only?

Yes

No

If yes, indicate Language:_______________

Fluent (read, write & speak):__________
Yes

Conversational (speak)__________

No

20. Would you be able to support the religious beliefs of children who do not share the same religious faith as you? Yes No

21. Do you practice any faith/religion?

Yes

No

If so, what faith? (optional):__________________________

22. Are you open to providing care for 12 – 17-year-old youth?

Yes

No

If No, indicate what age range is best? _____________
Pets (If any, please describe): ________________________________________________________________________
What brought you to contact about foster parenting?
Social media Foster Home recruitment event

Television

Another Foster Parent

Other:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Motivation for Fostering: Please explain: _______________________________________________________________

